BEDE
University of Cambridge also claimed Bede, and Fuller, though
he obviously did not believe the claim, did not like to contradict
it:
Some report that Bede never went out of his cell, but lived
and died therein. If so, the scholars of Cambridge will be
very sorry, because thereby deprived of their honour, by
Bede's living once in their University, whose house they still
show, between St. John's College and the Round Church or
St. Sepulchre's. Surely Bede was not fixed to his cell, as the
cockle to his shell.1
Dante saw Bede in Heaven;2 he also reproached the Cardinals
for not studying their Bede as they should. When printing was
introduced, the rapidity with which Bede's History was printed
testifies to its continued popularity. At the Reformation Bede
continued in favour with both sides. As an early translator of
the Bible, he was applauded by the Wiclifites: and his know-
ledge of the Scriptures won him the praise of John Foxe, the
martyrologist. Bede's characteristic apology for his writings,
that at least they had kept him from doing worse things, is
reproduced by Foxe:
As touching the holiness and integrity of his life, it is not to
be doubted: for how could it be, that he should attend to any
vicious idleness, or had any leisure to the same, who, in read-
ing and digesting so many volumes, consumed all his whole
cogitations in writing upon the Scriptures? For so he testifieth
of himself in the third book of Samuel, saying in these words:
clf my treatises and expositions', saith he, 'bring with them no
other utility to the readers thereof, yet to myself they conduce
not a little thus: that while all my study and cogitation was
set upon them, in the meanwhile, of slippery enticements and
vain cogitations of this world I had little mind/3
On the other hand, Bede, as a strenuous defender of the
Roman allegiance and practice, was applauded by the Catho-
lics. Thomas Stapleton, the Roman Catholic controversialist,
translated the Ecclesiastical History into English, and dedicated
1 FULLER, Church History, 1655, Cent, viii, p. 98.           2 Paradise, x, 131.
3 Acts and Monuments, ed. Townsend and Cattley, i, 364-5,
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